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Edison looked at Charles and frowned. Then he said, "I know what to do." He stood for a moment, his
hands on his hips. "Now go away and let me work." Charles turned, relieved. He shook his father"s

hand and said, "If there is anything I can do to help you with your work, father, please don"t hesitate
to ask for it." Charles went away, a little unutterably anxious about the old man, wondering if he had

grasped the situation, and whether he was right in the way he had acted. Edison watched with
wonder as his operation poured water into the sewers. Never had he been so in his own power. True,

he was much older than the average man in his employ. True, he had more or less given up his
original scheme of working to solve the problem of life support. All of his attention had turned to the

storage battery that bore his name and image. And yet, in the circumstances, his ingenuity and
energy made him master of the situation. As he stood on the streets, waiting for the fire to go out,

Edison thought that all of his troubles over the past few years were a kind of rehearsal for the
terrible conundrum he had just faced. The machine groups had been his dramatic proof of the

glorious future. And now it had come to him, thrusting him into a crisis that he had to face in order to
understand himself and the world he had been living in. It was all too much for him. He shook his

head, as if in rebuke, and whispered, "It was foolish of me to begin this, in the way I did." His
attention was caught by something out of the corner of his eye. He turned. A tall man, white-haired,
stood beside him, his eyes narrowed. He touched Edison on the shoulder. "That man down there," he
said, "he is a shame to our people. There is no law or order in his mind. He has been here but a little

while, but he has formed an organization. Some day I shall have him stopped and his followers
arrested." Edison stared at him. "You don"t understand," the white-haired man continued. "He gives
his followers nothing, only tells them they are the chosen ones. He refuses to bow down to the man

of the law. He knows he is a criminal. He knows that, sooner or later, he must be punished. He
refuses to worship the dollar and defend it. Even now, he is a nightmare and a plague upon the

people. He does everything possible to show how much contempt he holds the organized world."
Edison started to speak, but the white-haired man cut him off. "Listen to me," he said, "and learn

what you can. He will lead you to a door, and you will fall through it into a different world.
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Finnerty was probably still lying in the bedroom, staring at the ceiling, perhaps talking to himself.
Maybe hed left soon after they had and gone on a bender or whoring expedition in Homestead. Paul

hoped theyd seen the last of him for another few years. The brilliant liberal, the iconoclast, the
freethinker he had admired in his youth now proved to be no more than sick, repellent. The quitting,
the uninvited attack on Anita, the glorying in neuroses all had a frightening cast to them. It was an
awful disappointment. Paul had expected that Finnerty would be able to give him something what,

he didnt know to assuage the nameless, aching need that had been nagging him almost, as
Shepherd had apparently told Kroner, to the point of distraction. Paul drove in his cruiser along Main
Street, past the Monarch Burger and the Franco-American Bank, both now smashed up and closed
and boarded up in preparation for a conversion into other enterprises. Across the street was the
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Historical Society, where Paul had a membership. He usually didnt drive here, even in the off-season,
but the Historical Society always brought him a pleasant sensation. He drove slowly, looking in at the
window, which he had not been in for the last two weeks or so. On the far wall was a black-and-white
lithograph of the old river dock that had been in Edison's original plant. Edison considered him with
some interest. He noticed that the man spoke with a slight stammer. He seemed to be an educated
fellow. Certainly he was sincere. It must be a very painful thing to have this man as a conscience,

Edison thought. 5ec8ef588b
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