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in a short poetry book, written after his return from the united states in 1973, the poet has juxtaposed the beauty of the us with the emotional and physical pain of india. he writes: why should i go back to a
place/ where i can only remember the terror of india/ when i have been to the land where terror has disappeared. in such a world, it is quite easy to feel desolate/ and to fall back on the solitude, the loneliness of
being a stranger in a strange land. in such a land, the time to weep has come./ i am tired of weeping/ but i am still weeping/ for the tortures of the past have come to an end. in such a world, the time has come/

for the lonely to be lonely no more./ sorrow has left this world/ it is gone from the sorrowful/ now the sadness has left me, too. it is time to live/ for time to live is time to love/ to love is to be happy/ to be happy is
to be free/ to be free is to be courageous/ to be courageous is to be strong (from golpitha, 1973, translated by charu). i wasnt aware that he had composed any poems in the years that followed his return from

the us. but with the publication of the book in 1973, he came to my attention. its a matter of pride for me that he composed his poetry here in india, and this festival is a small homage to him. im so glad to have
this opportunity, he had said. on the occasion of the publication of his poetry book, suneel shinde who was the editor of the poetry magazine, kolmashram in 1974, while lauding the intellectual prowess of dhasal

had said that some of his poems had the power to make one forget his matriculation examination.
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dhasal was in a literary circle that
met regularly, usually at the poet
and novelist m.s. gaitonde's house
in mumbai. these were the people
who influenced him and made him
who he was. they were people like

m.n. dhasal felt the need for a
dalit who was india (and the

world). he wanted to write a poem
about the more ordinary lives of

the ordinary people who made up
the rest of the vast population.

dalits are the lowest caste in the
indian social order. ghandi was the

exception, not the rule. dhasal
sees himself as a visionary of the
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postmodern. he wants to broaden
the scope of poetry from the

gravely serious to the sensuous,
the pornographic, and the absurd.

the truth is that his poetry is
always serious, but it is the kind of

seriousness that changes the
world. the bastard child of indian
poetry was a landmark for dalit

writers. it published such figures
as poet s.s. guleria and politician
vijay pethkar. but dhasal is the

hero of the dalit movement. he is
the person to whom the poet turns

to find the answers to the
questions that the poem raises.

more than 50 years after he
published his first collection of

poems, golpitha namdeo dhasal: a
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life in poetry, he continues to have
a powerful effect on india and its

politics. his stature as a poet,
activist, and political figure is now

so great that he was recently
accorded the bharat ratna, india s
highest honour. dhasal joined the

freedom movement in andhra
pradesh and went into its armed
wing, the people's war group. the

writers association of andhra
pradesh was organised by the

panthers in 1972 and dhasal was
one of the signatories. he was the
chief guest at the first meeting of
the association where he made a
plea for dalits to be given a voice

in the administration. the
panthers, he felt, had the potential
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to change the face of political
history. 5ec8ef588b
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