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It was intriguing to see that Sajid Nadiadwala took a different angle with his debut directorial film. While he had a vague idea of the plot, the ‘murder' was my favorite part. The
movie’s plot is hard to follow, and so are the characters, which happens to be the case with many vigilante movies. But, the writing and direction, being totally in sync with the

script and dialogues, convinces me that this movie has something which other movies lack. Maybe, the movie has a flawed plotline, but as an execution, its a great effort! To quote
Shah Rukh Khan, “If you get your dreams come true with hard work and dedication, you automatically become successful”, and in my opinion, the movie Rakesh has managed to

achieve his dream. • Nawazuddin Siddiqui: His roles don’t come much more nuanced and grounded. Nawaz, who is the camera’s constant companion in the movie, stands out in the
cast. He is absolutely convincing as a mute hitman sent to kill Raees. He is most of the time watching and staring into the distance, but Nawaz’s nuanced body language is always

in place. • Nawazuddin Siddiqui: His character is multifaceted, a ‘maar-dha’ nuanced character in all senses. He sets a unique precedent in the gangster genre; for, this generation’s
readers (myself included), we have been conditioned to consider that the gangster is a single entity, who doesn’t have emotions, morals, intelligence, or principles. Nawaz

characterizes Raees as a staunch criminal, who has a knack for getting himself into jams and is completely focussed on his survival. He is totally unapologetic about his actions,
which makes him stand apart from other gangsters. Instead, he engages in chivalry and plays the role of a dutiful husband, as he has a wife and son to look after. He is the

complete package, as is evident from his performance.
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aasiya, for some reason, dislikes raees for some reason. she
constantly teases him for the several years and at one point, she
even threatens to kill him. eventually, raees and aasiya divorce

amicably. aasiya marries an nri businessman and raees falls for a
girl called, pari. the two fall in love with each other but raees is
scrupulous and refuses to marry her. pari continues to harbor ill
feelings for raees and is convinced that he is an “outsider”. she

constantly tries to get into raees’ life and does her best to
sabotage him. this brings raees to madhya pradesh where he

wants to win the biggest prize of his life by beating guddu, an ex-
cop who is probably the only person that can foil his plan. guddu,
on the other hand, has a soft corner for raees. he is fascinated by

him and promises to help him in the race. the rest of the story
follows raees and his gang, a group of young men who, in the film,
are portrayed as very capable, ingenious, and resourceful. raees’

gang consists of a local goon, a middleman, a mechanic, a
sweeper, a milkman, a middle-aged man, and a driver/bodyguard.
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they get entangled in an elaborate plan to win the maximum prize
money in the world. the plan was to rob a person who had

important papers with him in his car and then, to return the stolen
papers to him. the task is easier said than done but, thanks to
their ingenuity and courage, raees’ gang manages to pull it off.
the stolen documents are displayed in the local newspapers and

raees becomes a well-known criminal, who is the talk of the town.
aasaiah also manages to win the prize for himself but then, a few

days later, the police arrest raees and the gang, as well as
aasaiah. raees is sentenced to life imprisonment and his gang

members go to jail as well. raees’ girl-friend, pari, is sentenced to
death for her involvement in the case. raees himself is hanged to

death a few days later. 5ec8ef588b
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