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Other narratives and narratives of exceptional experiences gave insight into their perceptions of the cultures of Pakistan and China. Those two narratives offer a rich context for elucidating the study’s findings. The experiences include the first and last first-hand accounts of the author’s visit to Pakistan in 2012 and 2015. The
first narrative describes the experience of the author’s visit to Pakistan in 2012 in the context of its making impact on her intercultural understanding of Pakistan. The encounter with the people of Pakistan made her value the reciprocity of relationships (e.g., exchange, partnership, and cooperation). She further identified the

key characteristics of Pakistani culture such as its collectivist ethos, pragmatic outlook, and other cultural attributes. These attributes are considered in this paper as the cultural beliefs and norms that frame the individual’s expectations of the environment (culture) in which he or she lives. The second narrative of the
author’s visit to Pakistan in 2015 indicates the impact of context (the more recent visit to Pakistan) on her understanding of the Pakistani culture. She further recognized the changes in her perception of the Pakistani culture. The first and last visit to Pakistan provided an insight into the different cultural perspectives from

those of the previous visit. An enhanced appreciation and understanding of the cultures of Pakistan and China led to the author’s re-evaluation of the various rules of politeness in Pakistan compared to China. His research contributions are widely acknowledged by his peers. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Asian Affairs,
the Indian Council of Historical Research, the Indian Institute of Advanced Study, and the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences. He is currently working on two books: Rebel Cities of Uttar Pradesh ( edited by Nirendrasad Sistu) and Politics of Islamic Personality in Uttar Pradesh: The Shahi Era to the Mughal Period (edited by

Sudipta Mulya).
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