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emulei.1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to an image forming apparatus such as a copier or a printer
and to a process cartridge removably mounted in the apparatus body. 2. Description of the Related Art Heretofore, in an
electrophotographic image forming apparatus such as a copier or a printer, a process cartridge removably mounted in the
body of the apparatus in order to reduce the number of components, to simplify maintenance, etc. has been known. The
process cartridge generally has an image carrier (such as a photoconductor), a developing unit (such as a developing
roller) mounted to face the image carrier, a charging unit (such as a charging roller) disposed downstream of the
developing unit with respect to a sheet conveyance direction, and a cleaning unit (such as a cleaning blade) disposed
downstream of the charging unit with respect to the sheet conveyance direction. In this process cartridge, one process
cartridge includes the image carrier, the developing unit, the charging unit, and the cleaning unit. The above developing
unit has been known to be provided with a magnetic roll serving as a developing sleeve or a developing roller with a
permanent magnet, and the above charging unit has been known to be provided with a charging roller. For example, as
shown in FIG. 9, an image carrier 1 and a charging unit 2 are removably disposed in the apparatus main body of an image
forming apparatus. The charging unit 2 includes a charging roller 5 as a charging
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